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g
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A sm
all but vocal m

inority of m
otoring correspondents and lobbyists for the m

otor industry have 
cam

paigned against the use of speed cam
eras. M

ost of the critics do not accept that speed is a 
problem

, w
hile a few

 agree speeding is a key factor but do not believe that cam
eras are an effective w

ay
of reducing speed. In 2

0
0

3
, the S

low
er S

peeds Initiative and PA
C

TS
 (P

arliam
entary A

dvisory C
ouncil on

Transport S
afety) published a com

prehensive rebuttal to speed cam
era critics (w

w
w
.pacts.org or

w
w

w
.slow

er-speeds.org.uk).  The four m
ost com

m
on argum

ents are sum
m

arised below
.

1
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t a p
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le

m
”

Excessive speed is the m
ost com

m
on contributory factor identified in fatal crashes. A recent D

epartm
ent

for Transport study reported 2
8

%
 of fatal crashes in 2

0
0

3
 and 3

0
%

 in 2
0

0
2

 involved excessive speed
4
8.

This is a conservative estim
ate since contributory factors are based on the lim

ited inform
ation know

n at
the tim

e the crash is reported. This w
ill be w

ithin days of the crash occurring and before any proper
speed estim

ates have been calculated or w
itnesses or drivers form

ally interview
ed. S

peeding w
ill need to

be very obvious for a police officer to record it at this stage. Yet even this conservative approach finds
speeding responsible for over 9

0
0

 deaths each year, alm
ost tw

ice the num
ber caused by drink driving

4
9.

S
om

e have claim
ed that speed cannot be a problem

 since m
otorw

ays have the safest record. B
ut m

otor-
w

ays have restricted access and no junctions. D
ividers separate and protect opposing vehicle flow

s and
pedestrians and cyclists are not allow

ed on m
otorw

ays. These are reasons w
hy there are few

er collisions
per kilom

etre travelled on m
otorw

ays. 

Even w
hen another cause is involved, speed w

ill alw
ays aggravate the consequences. R

oad crashes m
ay

be classified as fatal, serious and slight but there is a big range w
ithin the serious injury category.

Im
pact speed w

ill affect the extent of brain injury and fractures, as w
ell as the likelihood of a full 

recovery, perm
anent disability, or death. 

In term
s of the sheer num

bers involved, speeding qualifies as both a police and public health priority.  
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The num
ber of cam

eras has been m
isreported by m

any w
ho have confused operating (i.e. active or 'live')

cam
eras w

ith cam
era housings. It has been reported that a m

ere 1
0

0
0

 cam
eras are rotated betw

een
6

0
0

0
 safety cam

era sites
1
1, thus an average of one in six cam

eras is active, but this ratio varies
betw

een the partnerships.  

The m
ost recent evaluation review

ed the location of safety
cam

eras from
 2

4
 safety cam

era partnerships. The vast m
ajor-

ity (7
9

%
) of cam

eras are located on built-up roads (3
0

 or 4
0

m
ph speed lim

its), w
ith tw

o-thirds on 3
0
 m

ph roads, w
here

pedestrians and cyclists are m
ost likely to be encountered and

w
here the speed lim

it is m
ost likely to be ignored

1
2.  In 2

0
0

3
,

over half of all deaths and serious injuries on B
ritish roads

occurred on roads w
ith a 3

0
 m

ph speed lim
it, a lim

it exceeded by over half of drivers
1
3.

W
ith a total road netw

ork of over 3
9

2
,0
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etres and cam
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It is w
orth rem

em
bering that over four tim

es as m
any people are killed in road crashes than are m

urdered.
C

hildren are also m
uch m

ore at risk from
 strangers behind the w

heel than elsew
here: w

hile on average, less
than ten children are killed each year by strangers, 1

2
0

 children are killed on the road
1
6. 

R
oadPeace and S

S
I are not the only ones w

ho think the S
C

P restrictions are extrem
e and counter-produc-

tive. In their recent report on Traffic Law
 Enforcem

ent, the H
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m

ons Transport S
elect C

om
m

ittee
concluded that:

The attem
pt to m

ake speed cam
eras m

ore acceptable through tough guidelines on their use has back-
fired. It w

ould have been better to reiterate the sim
ple m

essage that speeding is dangerous, breaking
the speed lim

it is illegal, and that those caught speeding w
ould be punished.

The guidelines for use of safety cam
eras have had perverse effects. C

am
eras can only be used if “there

has been a site survey by a road safety engineer and there are no other obvious, practical m
easures to

im
prove road safety along this stretch of road”. W

e cannot think of any other case w
here society as a

w
hole is expected to bear the costs of law

breaking, and effective law
 enforcem

ent is only deployed as
a last resort. In addition, safety cam

era partnerships are prevented from
 taking action against speed-

ing traffic by artificial constraints. These m
ean that m

ost cam
eras can only be operated once several

people have been killed or injured. The guidelines m
ust be am

ended. 1
7
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parison, consider the use of C
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K
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