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P
u
b
lic su

p
p
o
rt fo

r cam
e
ras 

S
peeding is a key concern for the public. The 2

0
0

4
 B

ritish C
rim

e S
urvey reported speeding as 

the leading form
 of anti-social behaviour, cited by 4

3
%

 of the 4
0

,0
0

0
 people interview

ed
4
4.

“The public support the use of speed cam
eras because they understand tw

o very sim
ple things: the faster

you go, the m
ore likely you are to be involved in a crash and the m

ore severe the im
pact of the crash”

Transport 2
0

0
0

S
peeding traffic w

as also identified as a key concern for children in the Transport 2
0
0
0
 and B

arnado's 
project S

top look and listen: C
hildren talk about traffic. G

reater use of speed cam
eras w

as 
recom

m
ended, including in deprived residential areas w

here child pedestrians are excessively at risk
4
6.

The third year evaluation public surveys on speed cam
eras found

�
 7

6
%

 agreed that
c

am
eras are m

eant to encourage drivers to stick to the lim
its, not punish them

.

�
 6

8
%

 belived that few
er collisions are likely to happen on roads w

here cam
eras are installed.

�
 6

1
%

 thought that cam
eras m

ean that dangerous drivers are m
ore likely to get caught 4

7.

Public support for safety cam
eras rem

ains high, as seen by the findings from
 the m

ost recent cam
era

evaluation. It is w
orth rem

em
bering that there has never been a large scale publicity cam

paign 
prom

oting safety cam
eras and the N

ational S
afety C

am
era Partnership C

oordination U
nit w

as only 
allocated m

inim
al resources for publicity. The support for speed cam

eras has com
e from

 local 
com

m
unities, unlike the m

edia-fuelled opposition to speed cam
eras. Public support is alw

ays useful, 
but the governm

ent did not require or w
ait for public approval to introduce drink driving regulations in 

the 1
9

6
0

s.

Transport 2
0

0
0

's poll of polls
4
5

Year
S

ource
Finding

2
0
0
3

B
B

C
7

5
%

 in favour of speed cam
eras w

ith only 1
9

%
 against.

2
0
0
3

S
cottish E

xecutive
7

5
%

 drivers thought speed cam
eras to be a good thing.

2
0
0
3

U
sed C

ar M
arket R

eport
6

2
%

 satisfaction rating for speed cam
eras am

ongst m
otorists.sites

2
0
0
2

You G
ov

7
5

%
 of London respondents thought cam

eras should be used m
ore

w
idely on dangerous roads.

2
0
0
2

N
O

P/Evening S
tandard

8
4

%
 m

otorists in London and the southern region view
ed the use of

speed cam
eras as a good thing, even though m

ore than half had been
'flashed', or flashed and fined.

2
0
0
2

R
A

C
7
8
%

 drivers believed speed cam
eras w

ere a good w
ay of deterring peo-

ple from
 speeding and w

ere not an infringem
ent of personal liberty.

2
0
0
1

M
O

R
I

7
0

%
 of respondents supported the use of speed cam

eras.

I
got caught tw

ice for speeding last year. S
ince then, I drive m

ore carefully and am
 m

ore conscious of m
y

speed. I am
 sick of the attitude that cam

eras are only there as part of som
e insidious G

overnm
ent plot to

raise revenue. I broke the law
, got caught and faced the consequences instead of w

hinging about the
injustice of it all. The fine for both tickets w

as £
1

2
0

 w
ith six points on m

y license. I am
 not rich, but I did-

n't think the fine w
as large enough nor a deterrent. They should increase the fines if anything, and, if the

m
oaners w

ant to avoid getting caught and fined, then obey the law
, stupid. 

S
. R

ickard, M
etro, 2

1
/1

/0
4
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‘Iro
n
 law

 o
f e

valu
atio

n
’

B
ecause their im

pact on crashes and casualties can be quantified, speed cam
eras have suffered from

 the
'iron law

 of evaluation' and have been held to a higher standard of evaluation than other m
easures. Ye

t
the criticism

s of speed cam
era evaluations apply to all safety interventions that are selected on the

basis of a high num
ber of collisions. 

There is concern that the safety benefits m
ay be overestim

ated on occasion due to the effect know
n as

the regression to the m
ean (R

TM
). As speed cam

eras are only allow
ed at sites that have experienced a

high num
ber of fatal and serious injury collisions in recent years, a reduction in collisions w

ould be
expected by the natural pattern, even w

ithout cam
eras. Yet a large scale study covering the longest tim

e
period found high crash savings from

 speed cam
eras. The study review

ed 4
9

 cam
era sites in

C
am

bridgeshire over a 1
4

-year period and found a reduction of over 4
5

%
 in injury collisions in the 

im
m

ediate vicinity of a cam
era site. C

overing such a long tim
e period, it w

as possible to estim
ate the

im
pact of speed cam

eras, net of R
TM

, long term
 trend and seasonality

2
6. 

Another study did find R
TM

 contributed to the casualty reduction. This study of cam
eras on 3

0
 m

ph
roads estim

ated that w
hile K

/S
I crashes fell by 3

4
%

 at cam
era sites, 1

8
%

 of this decrease w
as due to

R
TM

, 5
%

 due to long term
 trend, and only 1

1
%

 directly attributable to the cam
eras. B

ut w
hen this sam

e
study analysed the im

pact on total injury collisions, cam
eras accounted for 2

4
%

 of the 2
6

%
 decrease in

total injury collisions. This study did not criticise safety cam
eras but concluded that

To
 re

alise
 th

e
 fu

ll p
o
te

n
tial safe

ty b
e
n
e
fits o

f cam
e
ras w

h
at is n

e
e
d
e
d
 is w

id
e
r d

e
p
lo

ym
e
n
t

an
d
 le

ss e
m

p
h
asis o

n
 fatal an

d
 se

rio
u
s accid

e
n
ts in

 se
le

ctin
g
 lo

catio
n
s fo

r n
e
w

 cam
e
ras

…
“The m

ain obstacles to achieving the road safety benefits possible from
 further deploym

ent of
speed enforcem

ent cam
eras seem

 to be public opposition and a consequent lack of political w
ill.

S
peed enforcem

ent cam
eras on 3

0
 m

ph roads have been show
n to offer safety im

provem
ents

over a distance of up to 1
 km

 upstream
 and dow

nstream
 of the cam

era, w
ith reductions in 

accidents over this distance averaging 2
0
%

 or 1
 P

IA/km
/yr attributable to reductions in speed” 2

7.

H
ow

ever the G
overnm

ent has recently announced a freeze on fixed speed cam
eras (thus blocking alm

ost
5

0
0

 new
 speed cam

eras), w
hich is believed due, at least in part, to their concern over the effectiveness

of speed cam
eras and the regression to m

ean effect. This ban w
as condem

ned by AC
PO

 w
ho claim

ed it
could cost lives, w

ith speeding being allow
ed to continue on know

n dangerous roads
2
8.

G
reater b

enefits p
ossib

le w
ith covert cam

eras
The benefits to society could be even greater if cam

eras did not have to be conspicuous.
R

esearch in N
ew

 Zealand and Victoria, Australia, has show
n that covert cam

eras are
m

ore effective in reducing casualties as they have a w
ider general deterrent effect than

do conspicuous cam
eras

2
9. A report com

m
issioned by the M

otorists’ Forum
 also 

recom
m

ended inconspicuous cam
eras on roads w

here speeding occurred over a long
section or in a local area

3
0. 
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