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S Public support for cameras

Speeding is a key concern for the public. The 2004 British Crime Survey reported speeding as
the leading form of anti-social behaviour, cited by 43% of the 40,000 people interviewed**.

“The public support the use of speed cameras because they understand two very simple things: the faster
you go, the more likely you are to be involved in a crash and the more severe the impact of the crash”
Transport 2000
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Year Source Finding
2003 BBC 75% in favour of speed cameras with only 19% against.
2003 Scottish Executive 75% drivers thought speed cameras to be a good thing.

2003 | Used Car Market Report 62% satisfaction rating for speed cameras amongst motorists.sites

75% of London respondents thought cameras should be used more

2002 You Gov widely on dangerous roads.

84% motorists in London and the southern region viewed the use of
2002 NOP/Evening Standard |speed cameras as a good thing, even though more than half had been
'flashed’, or flashed and fined.

78% drivers believed speed cameras were a good way of deterring peo-

2002 RAC ple from speeding and were not an infringement of personal liberty.

2001 MORI 70% of respondents supported the use of speed cameras.

Speeding traffic was also identified as a key concern for children in the Transport 2000 and Barnado's
project Stop look and listen: Children talk about traffic. Greater use of speed cameras was
recommended, including in deprived residential areas where child pedestrians are excessively at risk?*e.

The third year evaluation public surveys on speed cameras found
® 76% agreed that Cameras are meant to encourage drivers to stick to the limits, not punish them.
® 68% belived that fewer collisions are likely to happen on roads where cameras are installed.
® 61% thought that cameras mean that dangerous drivers are more likely to get caught?’.

Public support for safety cameras remains high, as seen by the findings from the most recent camera
evaluation. It is worth remembering that there has never been a large scale publicity campaign
promoting safety cameras and the National Safety Camera Partnership Coordination Unit was only
allocated minimal resources for publicity. The support for speed cameras has come from local
communities, unlike the media-fuelled opposition to speed cameras. Public support is always useful,
but the government did not require or wait for public approval to introduce drink driving regulations in
the 1960s.

| got caught twice for speeding last year. Since then, | drive more carefully and am more conscious of my
speed. | am sick of the attitude that cameras are only there as part of some insidious Government plot to
raise revenue. | broke the law, got caught and faced the consequences instead of whinging about the
injustice of it all. The fine for both tickets was £120 with six points on my license. | am not rich, but | did-
n't think the fine was large enough nor a deterrent. They should increase the fines if anything, and, if the
moaners want to avoid getting caught and fined, then obey the law, stupid.

S. Rickard, Metro, 21/1/04
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‘Iron law of evaluation’

Because their impact on crashes and casualties can be quantified, speed cameras have suffered from the
'iron law of evaluation' and have been held to a higher standard of evaluation than other measures. Yet
the criticisms of speed camera evaluations apply to all safety interventions that are selected on the
basis of a high number of collisions.

There is concern that the safety benefits may be overestimated on occasion due to the effect known as
the regression to the mean (RTM). As speed cameras are only allowed at sites that have experienced a
high number of fatal and serious injury collisions in recent years, a reduction in collisions would be
expected by the natural pattern, even without cameras. Yet a large scale study covering the longest time
period found high crash savings from speed cameras. The study reviewed 49 camera sites in
Cambridgeshire over a 14-year period and found a reduction of over 45% in injury collisions in the
immediate vicinity of a camera site. Covering such a long time period, it was possible to estimate the
impact of speed cameras, net of RTM, long term trend and seasonality?®.

Another study did find RTM contributed to the casualty reduction. This study of cameras on 30 mph
roads estimated that while K/SI crashes fell by 34% at camera sites, 18% of this decrease was due to
RTM, 5% due to long term trend, and only 11% directly attributable to the cameras. But when this same
study analysed the impact on total injury collisions, cameras accounted for 24% of the 26% decrease in
total injury collisions. This study did not criticise safety cameras but concluded that

To realise the full potential safety benefits of cameras what is needed is wider deployment
and less emphasis on fatal and serious accidents in selecting locations for new cameras
... “The main obstacles to achieving the road safety benefits possible from further deployment of
speed enforcement cameras seem to be public opposition and a consequent lack of political will.
Speed enforcement cameras on 30 mph roads have been shown to offer safety improvements
over a distance of up to 1 km upstream and downstream of the camera, with reductions in
accidents over this distance averaging 20% or 1 PIA/km/yr attributable to reductions in speed” .

However the Government has recently announced a freeze on fixed speed cameras (thus blocking almost
500 new speed cameras), which is believed due, at least in part, to their concern over the effectiveness
of speed cameras and the regression to mean effect. This ban was condemned by ACPO who claimed it
could cost lives, with speeding being allowed to continue on known dangerous roads?.

Greater benefits possible with covert cameras

The benefits to society could be even greater if cameras did not have to be conspicuous.
Research in New Zealand and Victoria, Australia, has shown that covert cameras are
more effective in reducing casualties as they have a wider general deterrent effect than
do conspicuous cameras®. A report commissioned by the Motorists’ Forum also
recommended inconspicuous cameras on roads where speeding occurred over a long
section or in a local area®.
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