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Camera Effectiveness

) The most recent camera evaluation reviewed 2300 sites in 24 Safety Camera Partnerships.

It estimated that 770 people had escaped death and serious injury, including at least 100 road
deaths avoided.

) Fixed speed cameras are more effective than mobile cameras and reduce speeding by 71%.

Mobile cameras decrease speeding by 21%.

) Fixed speed cameras halve the number of killed and seriously injured (51%) at camera sites, while
mobile cameras reduce fatalities and serious injuries by 28%.

° As with other road safety interventions which are chosen on the basis of high collision numbers, their
impact may be affected by the regression to mean effect. However, casualty reduction has been
documented with camera use after accounting for regression to mean.

) Speed cameras could be even more effective if they were allowed to be inconspicuous. In addition,
there is concern, and emerging evidence, that the rules on publicising the locations of cameras and
making the cameras conspicuous are encouraging drivers and motorcyclists to take greater risks on
roads where there are no cameras.

Public Support

° Public support for safety cameras has been consistently high, over 67%.

) Demand for cameras is also high and the current rules deny communities the protection they
seek from speeding drivers.

) Speeding traffic was the leading anti-social behaviour identified by a recent British Crime Survey.

) Public support is useful but not necessary for governments to do the right thing.

Countering Criticism

) Speed is the leading contributory factor in fatal road crashes, and accounts for twice as many deaths
as does drink driving.

) Speed will aggravate the outcome, including the severity, of all crashes. By enforcing speed limit
the Government saves much more from avoided death and injury than it receives in fines.

) Automated speed limit enforcement frees police for other road traffic duties. It is the low priority
placed on traffic law inforcement which has led to a reduction in traffic police. Cameras have helped
compensate, not cause, this problem.

) The real question is how many crashes and casualties would be avoided if we reduced speed, rather
than how many are ‘caused’ by speed. The controversy around cameras is leading to deaths and
injuries, which could be prevented if speed limits were more widely enforced.

What is Needed

) The DfT's casualty quota for safety cameras should be dropped. Cameras should be used more
widely to prevent casualties, especially at sites of community concern.

° Covert cameras should be used and evaluated. Even the Motorists’ Forum has acknowledged the
need for covert cameras on road stretches where speeding is persistent.

° Greater priority and investment should be given to tackling speeding — the most common
contributing factor in violent death and top anti-social behaviour concern.
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