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p

W
hat w

e w
ant

�
The casualty requirem

ents for safety cam
eras (both speed and red light cam

eras) to be ended.
S

afety cam
eras should be used to increase com

pliance w
ith road traffic law

s and to prevent 
death and injury.      

�
Inconspicuous, i.e. covert, cam

eras to be trialled.
�

Existing cam
eras to be used m

ore effectively and additional speed cam
eras to be installed 

according to local operational criteria established in consultation w
ith com

m
unities. 

�
C

onsistent and proper evaluation of all road safety interventions, including those aim
ed at 

reducing excessive and inappropriate speed. A
 low

er stand
ard

 should
 not b

e tolerated
 for 

m
ore p

op
ular m

easures that m
ay w

ell b
e less effective at saving lives and

 p
reventing 

d
isab

ility. 
�

Fine revenue to be invested in national publicity cam
paigns explaining rationale for safety 

cam
eras and also in road traffic victim

 support and rehabilitation services. This w
ould rem

ind 
drivers that speeding is not a victim

less crim
e. 

�
Involvem

ent of speed to be estim
ated by speed calculations recorded at the end of the 

investigation, not at the initial reporting stage, as is currently done w
hen only a ‘best guess’ 

is possible.

H
ow

 you can help
�

D
ocum

ent your support for speed cam
eras and include any personal reasons.

�
D

ocum
ent the support for speed cam

eras of any local or national organisation you are involved 
w

ith - show
 it is not only the victim

s w
ho w

ant to see road danger reduced. Produce a press 
release and publish it on your organisation's w

ebsite.
�

C
ontact your local S

afety C
am

era Partnership as w
ell as the local police service and local 

authority. Find out w
hen their next evaluation or consultation is due and be ready to support 

speed enforcem
ent. 

�
C

ontact your local m
edia (new

spaper and radio, if not TV) and m
ake sure the transport, crim

e 
and health correspondents are aw

are of your support for speed cam
eras. S

end them
 a copy of 

your press release.
�

C
ontact R

oadPeace and the S
low

er S
peeds Initiative if you w

ant to cam
paign against the body 

count approach to safety cam
eras. 

�
For further copies of this briefing pack, contact R

oadPeace.

C
ow

s, casualties and
 com

p
ensation

In 1
9

9
8

, an Injury P
revention editorial stressed the need for governm

ent to be proactive
in preventing road traffic injury. The G

overnm
ent has had to establish special funds to

com
pensate people w

ho have suffered from
 governm

ent inaction. This includes those w
ho

contracted H
IV or H

epatitis C
 from

 contam
inated blood products, and B

S
E victim

s. 
As of 2

0
0

3
, the governm

ent had paid over £
3

3
 m

illion to H
IV victim

s
6
3. The governm

ent
also com

pensates farm
ers for w

hose cow
s fall ill from

 unsafe travelling conditions.  

W
ith so m

uch evidence show
ing the life saving potential of safety cam

eras and traffic calm
-

ing m
easures, w

ill the governm
ent one day have to com

pensate those road traffic victim
s

that could have been avoided w
ith a m

ore proactive approach to speed m
anagem

ent?
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1
S
p
eed

ing
–
the p

rob
lem

D
efinition of sp

eed
ing

S
peeding refers to both excessive and inappropriate speed. Excessive speed is w

hen drivers break the speed lim
it,

w
hile inappropriate speed is speed that is too high for the circum

stances, but not above the speed lim
it. 

Thus drivers should stay under the speed lim
it w

hen there are vulnerable road users around and w
hen it is dark or

w
et…

.b
asically every urb

an road
, m

any rural road
s and

 all night-tim
e and

 b
ad

 w
eather travel.

T
he H

ighw
ay C

od
e states:

The speed lim
it is the absolute m

axim
um

 and does not m
ean it is safe at that speed irrespective of conditions. 

D
riving at speeds too fast for the road and traffic conditions can be dangerous. You should alw

ays reduce your
speed w

hen
�

the road layout or condition presents hazards, such as bends
�

sharing the road w
ith pedestrians and cyclists, particularly children, and m

otorcyclists
�

w
eather conditions m

ake it safer to do so
�

driving at night as it is harder to see other road users
1.

E
xtent of sp

eed
ing

W
hile speeding on 3

0
 m

ph roads has decreased by 2
0
%

 since 2
0
0
0
, the m

ajority of drivers still exceed the 3
0

m
ph speed lim

it (5
3

%
), w

ith a quarter exceeding it by 5
 m

ph or m
ore.  B

etter speed com
pliance is found on 4

0
m

ph roads w
here 2

7
%

 exceed the speed lim
it, w

hile on m
otorw

ays and dual carriagew
ays, approxim

ately half of
all car drivers exceed the speed lim

it 2. 

C
rash risk

The relationship betw
een crash risk and speed has a sim

ple core prem
ise: the faster one travels, the greater the

chance of hitting som
eone or som

ething. And w
hen there is a collision, the im

pact w
ill be harder. The reaction

tim
es of drivers and pedestrians do not im

prove w
ith vehicle speed.

The exact crash risk w
ill vary according to m

any factors related to the road, vehicle, driver and the environm
ent.

For instance, the crash risk on a 3
0
 m

ph road cannot be applied or com
pared to a m

otorw
ay w

here vulnerable
road users are banned, traffic flow

s are separated, access is restricted and junctions are rem
oved. 

K
ey p

oints ab
out the link b

etw
een sp

eed
 and

 crash risk:
-

A pedestrian hit at 2
0
 m

ph has a 9
5
%

 chance of surviving, but at 3
0

 m
ph this decreases to 5

0
%

 and at 4
0
 

m
ph, less than 5

%
 w

ill survive 3.
-

The difference betw
een a pedestrian being hit at 3

0
 m

ph and 3
5
 m

ph is crucial w
ith the survivability halving

w
ith the increased im

pact 4.
-

The H
ealth D

evelopm
ent Agency has concluded that a 2

0
 m

ph speed lim
it on residential roads w

ould reduce
child road deaths and injuries by 6

7
%

 5.
-

D
rivers flashed by a speed cam

era are tw
ice as likely to be involved in a crash than drivers not flashed 6. 

W
hy d

rivers sp
eed

K
ey reasons include: 
�

They believe that they are better drivers than others and they can 'handle' speed.
�

They are rarely faced w
ith the consequences of their actions.

�
They are encouraged by society's desire for speed (m

icrow
aves, internet, instant m

oney transfer, etc.) and 
incredible tolerance to speeding.
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